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Dedicated to J. Michael Straczynski’s television series Babylon 5. 


BABYLON 5 EDITION 


JERRY DOYLE - ABSO-FRAGGIN-LUTELY UNPLUGGED! 


Conducted in Jerry Doyle’s trailer at 
Babylonian Productions, CA, January 11,1996, 
by Pam Buck and Tom Bateman. 


Editor’s Note: This is a very candid and 
uncensored interview. 


h boy, this took longer than | thought to 

type. | received the copy of the audio tape 
of the interview on a Saturday afternoon from 
my co-interviewer Tom Bateman. Sunday 
night my arm was broken in two places by an 
out of control forward as | played goalie for 
my hockey team, leaving me without the use 
of my left hand. | didn’t want to wait the 6 to 
8 weeks it was going to take to heal, so | 
typed this with one hand. Scary, but | had 
also just finished my con report about Jerry 
breaking his arm. A strange parallel, don’t 
you think? 

On Wednesday, January 11, | received a 
call from Tom and Dennis Bateman and 
Mike Zmuda asking me if | could do an 
interview with Jerry Doyle at Babylonian 
Productions the next day. 

Sure, | could get that day off at a 
moment's notice. Great, they said. They 
would call back with the details. Hours 
pass. No calls. | gave up on them figuring | 
had been stood up or something had fallen 
through. | went into work Thursday as 
usual. No sooner had | sat down and 
placed my coffee in front of me, the phone 
rings. It's them. How fast could | get to 
Sun Valley and do the interview? | looked 
at the clock. It said 9:50 am, Sun Valley 
is probably a good 20 miles away from the 
place in Los Angeles where | work. | said | could 
be there in 30 minutes or less. Not even 
Domino's Pizza would make that kind of promise 
in L.A. traffic. | jumped on the 5 freeway, only to 
find an overturned truck blocking all lanes of 
traffic. Time was ticking away as fast as my 
blood pressure was rising. | drove over a center 
divider, tried to break all the laws of physics, 
and still make it there in one piece. | got there 
at 10:50 a.m. We didn’t even start the 
interview until 12 noon, and this is how the 
interview went. 

We did the interview in Jerry's on-set trailer, 
which is small but comfortable. | wondered why 
they should even bother to have trailers since 
during the whole time | was there, the actors 
were always on the set. Tom and | sat on the 
couch while Jerry sat on the counter across 
from us. 


Tom had no idea what my questions were 
going to be, so | let him lead off the questions. 
He had the more thought provoking while | was 
going to have the more whimsical questions. 
Tom started off. 
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Jerry Doyle 
BABYLON 5’s Security Chief 
Michael Garibaldi 


Tom Bateman: How did you become involved in 
BABYLON 5? 

Jerry Doyle: | think it was in ‘92, when we did 
the pilot and | got a call to go audition for the 
show. lt was the regular process, go see every- 
body, you get your script, you read it, get your 
character, show up, say your lines, and that 
was pretty much it. | think | met with Richard 
Compton, Joe Straczynski and John Copeland, 
but | don’t remember exactly who was there. 

lt was a funny meeting; they said “You're here 
for...” and | said, “. . . the part l'm going to 
get.” They thought that was a little Garibaldi-ish 
and they said, “No, what are you reading for?” 


and Joe said, “Garibaldi,” and | said, “MISTER 
Garibaldi,” and they thought, “Well, the guy can 
make complete sentences, he’s probably one of 
the guys we should consider,” . . . that was it. 
About a week later they called me back, we met 
the Warner Bros. people. | walk in and they said 
“This is so and so from wardrobe, this is so 
and so, these are your contracts,” and so 
it looked pretty positive; not the usual. 
Sometimes with these things, people get 
called back four, five or six times. It’s a long 
process, the selection. As I've said before, | 
think they just got tired of seeing people and 
gave me the job. “Yeah, [just] give it to him.” 


(I was still feeling a little shy to ask my ques- 
tions so | once again defaulted to Tom for 
the next question.) 


TB: What was your first impression of 
Garibaldi, of the character? 

JD: Screwed up. Flawed. Complex because 
of those flaws, and | thought it was a great 
character to play because there were so 
many ways to go with it. | mean if you look at 
all the stuff. He was fired, relationship prob- 
lems, recovering alcoholic, volatile, so there 
are a lot of ways to go with that. When | was 
talking to Andreas [Katsulas], originally he 
wanted to play Garibaldi. He said that he 
thought it was a great role and | thought G'Kar 
was a great role, We both thought each oth- 
ers parts were the great roles. | like Garibaldi 
because he's “street”, he’s screwed up, he’s 
got a lot of problems, and people relate to peo- 
ple with problems. He's always trying to get bet- 
ter, to solve problems, trying to make himself 
more aware of his own problems, and | think 
he’s a fun character; he’s written well. | think his 
relationships with the other people on the sta- 
tion are well defined. Had a good relationship 
with Talia; didn’t go anywhere and | thought it 
should have. A lot of my fan mail also thought it 
should have. For Garibaldi, | think the only side 
of him that is missing is romance. Then | think 
you are going to see a side of him that your not 
going to see in public, because he has big walls, 
defense mechanisms. He's not going to open 
up. He'll open up to some people to some 
degree, but your never going to see the real vul- 
nerable side or fragile side of Garibaldi unless 
he’s in a situation where he feels safe and pro- 
tected, and then it would come out. Because | 
think he's very wary of everybody. But... it 
doesn't look like that’s going to happen. 
continued on page 3 
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BS BRINGS CGI WORK IN-HOUSE 


Dacers Imaging, the group that has been 
producing BABYLON 5's computer generat- 
ed special effect since its pilot, will no longer be 
the provider of CGI for the series. Babylonian 
Productions has decided to do the CGI work in- 
house mainly because Foundation Imaging was 
asking for more money then B5’s budget would 
allow for during the next season. Following are 
a few online posts J. Michael Straczynski made 
earlier this month concerning how the changes 
would not effect the quality of the show. 

“. . . Foundation put a deal on the table for 
our CGI this year that we could not meet finan- 
cially; further, even at the impossible price, they 
indicated that we would only be getting their 
junior animators and TRAINEES. They put this in 
writing, and it can be easily verified by us or 
anyone who bothers to look into the facts. 

“Accepting those terms would mean a seri- 
ous drop in quality on the show, and we could 
not allow this to happen. NDE [Netter Digital] 
undertook the task only as a last resort, with 
the blessings of Warner Bros. {I should point 
out that | have NO financial interest whatsoever 
in the‘new company, it’s not owned by me, and | 


get nothing from it. But | felt strongly that the 
decision was correct for the show, and did it for 
those reasons and ONLY those reasons.) 
Foundation refused to negotiate the deal, it was 
strictly take-it-or-leave it. To take it would've 
meant hurting the show, and this we do not 
allow. We've enjoyed a warm relationship with 
Foundation over the years, but we can't allow 
that as a justification for lowering our stan- 
dards. 

“We now have fully-qualified animators, many 
of whom have worked on B5 for Foundation in 
the past, and the quality of the show will be as 
good as ever, if not better, due to the improved 
lines of communication. 

“Bottom line is . . . whatever some people at 
Foundation may say about this, who looked at 
B5 as a means of supporting their overhead 
while working on other projects, whatever | say 
about it . . . the proof as they say is in the pud- 
ding. When our shows air, either our EFX are 
as good as before, or they're not. It’s that sim- 
ple. Those who know this show, know that | will 
never allow ANY decrease in quality, only 
increases. Nothing in that has changed.” 


JMS assured what we could expect next sea- 
son would be nothing less than previous sea- 
sons: “As usual every season, we start out with 
lighter CGI episodes, and build to big stuff as 
we go. That will be the same this season as 
last. Our first really big CGI episode last season 
was ‘Messages,’ which was around episode #8, 
then ‘Severed,’ episode #10. This season we'll 
hit with big stuff around episode #6, which will 
likely be as big as ‘Severed’. Rather than push 
stuff back, we've been able to move CGI stuff 
forward and expand on scenes.” 

He also commented on the quality of the new 
work: “I saw some of the first renderings today, 
and as this was the first stuff off the line, | was 
in hyper-critical mode, looking for something to 
quibble with. | couldn’t see any difference 
between this and what we've had in the past. 
(One was a nifty little sunrise shot, the lights 
going off as a group of starfuries fly past.)” 

Steve Burg (principal designer of the 
Agamemnon, the Starfury design, the Minbari 
cruisers, the Babylon 5 station, and other 
ships) will still be working on B5 in between 
his major film commitments. Eric Chauvin 
(digital matte painter) will also continue to work 
with B5. Michael Zmuda 


UPCOMING CONVENTIONS WITH BABYLON 5 PERSONNEL 


Following are conventions that will be featuring 
BABYLON 5 personalities. Be aware that guest 
changes may occur due to last minute problems - 
unless a guest is confirmed to attend they may not 
have a commitment to appear! For a quick 
response to any inquiries send an SASE. $> 


Wolf 359 - The Security Party, September 28, 
The Connaught Tooms, Great Queen Street, London 
We. A one day convention in association with “The 
London Trek Group”. Confirmed Guests of 

Honor: Jeff Conaway and Michael O'Hare. 

Contact: Wolf 359, 141 Waarden Road, 

Canvey Island, Essex SS8 SBE, UK; 

http: //www.dynamite.co.uk/wolf359 . 

Midcon 15, October 4-6, Holiday Inn, Leicester, 
England. Richard Biggs is scheduled to appear. 
Contact: Midcon 15, 8 Ennerdale Close, 
Leichester LE2 4TN United Kingdom; 
midcon@palomino.demon.co.uk . 


Far Point ’96, October 4-6, Hunt Valley, MD. 

Tim DeHaas and Mojo are scheduled to appear. 
Contact: Far Point, 6099 Hunt Club Road, Elkridge, 
MD 21227; 410/579-1257; 410/799-2869; 
farpoint105@aol.com . 


Rising Star, October 12, Salem, VA. Richard 
Biggs is scheduled to appear. Contact: Rising Star 
Productions, 545 Howard Drive, Salem, VA 
24153; 703/389-9400. 

Creation Boston, October 12, Bayside Expo 
Center, Boston, MA. Stephen Furst is a guest. 
Contact: Creation Entertainment, 411 N. Central 
Avenue, Suite 300, Glendale, CA 91203; 
818/409-0960. 

Necronomicon ’96, October 11-13, Tampa, FL. 
JMS is GOH. Contact: Necronomicon ‘96, PO. Box 
2706, Riverview, FL 33569; 813/677-6347. 
LaGrange Con, October 25-27, Holiday Inn, 
Independence, OH. Richard Biggs is scheduled. 
Contact: 305/388-2890; fax 305/388-9966. 
Atlanta StarCon & Comics, November 1-3, 
Marriott Century Center Hotel, Atlanta, GA. Guests 


include Michael O'Hare. Contact: 482 Gardner 
Road, Stockbridge, GA 30281. 


United Fan Con VI, November 1-3, Sheraton 
Monarch Place Hotel, Springfield, MA. Guests 
include Jeff Conaway. Contact: United Fan Can, 500 
Monroe Turnpike, Monroe, CT 06468; (617) 986- 
TREK; http: //www.pcnet.com/~alanr/ufc.html . 
Assimilation '96, November 15-18, Britannia 
Hotel, Daventry, Northampton, UK. Jason 

Carter is scheduled to appear. Contact: 
Assimilation, 77 Holyrood Avenue, South 

Harrow, Middx, HA2 8UD, United Kingdom; 

http: //www.ibmpcug.co.uk/~assim/. 

Star Trek/Babylon 5 - The Face-Off of the 
Millennium, November 16-17, The Pasadena 
Center, Pasadena, CA. Creation's 10th anniversary 
salute to Star Trek: The Next Generation and First 
Annual BABYLON 5 convention. B5 guests are to 
include Bruce Boxleitner, Peter Jurasik, Andreas 
Katsulas, Michael O'Hare, Mira Furlan, Bill Mumy, 
Stephen Furst, Richard Biggs, JMS, and Mojo. For 
details send a SASE (one per convention) to 
Creation Entertainment, 411 N. Central Ave., Suite 
300, Glendale, CA 91203; 818/409-0960. 
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J E R R . R from page 1 


(Okay, now | was ready to ask a question. My 
question was based on paranoia, that maybe 
Jerry had been eluding to something like 
Garibaldi was to be written out, killed off, or 
worse. | felt | had to ask the question.) 


Pam Buck: Do you see this character continu- 
ing on for the remainder of the series? 

JD: l'd like to see where the character goes. If | 
was a viewer, I'd want to see where the charac- 
ter goes, where his story resolves, what his real 
defining moment is in this five year arc. But 
that's a function of network, a function of the 
producers, a function of what the story is. 
Hopefully the character will be around, but again 
that’s not up to me. | mean to some degree it 

is up to me, my performance, but it’s as 
written. You kinda have to 
go with what 
happens. 


(Well, that was 
a vague 

answer but | 
would have to 
live with it. Now 
| was ready with 
my avante garde 
questions. | was 
ready to ask 
those question 
which had never 
been asked in the 
BIG interviews.) 


PB: Here are 
some questions 
submitted by the 
fine employees of 
The Home Depot in 
Marina Del Rey. 
JD: | see. Well, I'll give as equally evasive 
answers as the employees of Home Depot give. 
“Hey where can | find a hexagon 5/16 bolt?”; “I 
think it's aisle 3, look on the left hand side”; | get 
there and there's, like, 18ft lengths of PVC. Not 
exactly close. 

PB: Boxers or briefs? 


(No hesitation on Jerry's part, not even a raised 
eyebrow) 


JD: Boxers, no... briefs. (checking to confirm) 
Briefs . . . Calvin Klein. 


(Well, it was at about this moment that Tom was 
going to have a heart attack right there on the 
couch, but he was humored as well.) 


JD: (continuing) You know I've been wearing 
underwear for 39 years and | still have to check. 
PB: One of my main reasons for asking some of 
the stranger questions was because there have 
been a lot of interviews with you. | really didn’t 
even need you to be here because we have so 
much background info on you already. The things 
like how old you are?, who you're married to?, 
where did you go to school? 

JD: Yeah, | think most of that’s been covered. 
PB: We (Tom and myself) wanted to bring 
something else to the table. Something different. 


JD: Sure. There are no foolish questions. 
TB: What do you think you brought to the role 
that wasn't written? 


(Jerry would have to think about that one before 
answering) 


JD: Ah man .. . that’s a good one. (He 
ponders it a bit longer.) Me . . . and 
whatever that entails which is what any 
actor brings to any role. There’s proba- 
bly lots of people who could have played 
Garibaldi, but with a different delivery, 


thought process, 
style so to speak. 
For obvious and self- 
ishly good reasons, | 
got the chance to 
portray the charac- 
ter. They say, "Well, 
no one could ever play David 
Caruso's role on NYPD Blue", well, we don’t 
know that because no one got the chance. 
"Well, no one could play Tom Hanks in Forrest 
Gump", but we're never going to know that 
because he made the character his own. 
| identify with the character, as far as his cyni- 

cism, his irreverence, his satire and his use of 
comedy to alleviate tension and keep people at a 
distance. | like the fact that he’s just like every 
guy, every screwed up guy out there and 
screwed up person. He's always striving to make 
it better. | think he’s an easy character to play 
because there is no ‘definition’ of a ‘Security 
Chief’ in a science fiction series. There is a defin- 
ition of a ‘Captain’. We all have pre-conceived 
notions of a ‘Captain’. | think Bruce [Boxleitner] 
has it really hard because he has to play a per- 
son who just so happens to be a captain; and he 
does a really good job of it. My character is not 
as defined, my boundaries are much broader. 
My character has the ability of f**king up. | have 
a buffer which is Bruce, so if he says to me "I 
need this done." | can do certain things, bend 
the rules, because | know my answer is to 
Bruce, not to Bruce’s boss. He’s my buffer, so | 
can play it a little more looser and faster than he 
can. Though that has changed now since we've 
gone and formed our own cult, we're no longer 
part of Earth Force. | like the flexibility my char- 
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acter has in that area. | like that | can be street 
with the people | do business with and militaristic 
with the people | work with. 

PB: Garibaldi is ‘The Law’ on BABYLON 5. 

JD: Yeah Garibaldi is ‘The Law’ and that’s true 
and that isn’t true. 


| may be in charge of the laws as they 
apply, but the law is the words that 
comes down from the people who are 
in the position to hire and fire you. I'm 
a cop. lm a space cop. 
TB: The scheduling of the show 
sucks with all the re-runs, what do you think 
about that? 
JD: My only criticism of the show, and that 
would be from a viewer's stand point rather than 
as a participant, and that’s: when the hell is it 
on, what night, what time, what channel? 
Where the hell is it? One week it’s on 
Wednesdays at eight, the next week it's 
Thursday at nine, then it’s Sunday at ten with a 
re-run at two in the morning, so it’s really hard 
to follow. Even with a major network show, if it 
moves around a lot, it’s like “Where the hell is 
it?!" and either you lose interest in finding it, or 
you find interest in the show that replaced it. 
TB: In my market it was on early Tuesday morn- 
ing at one a.m. after Nightline in South Carolina 
JD: Wow, it didn’t know South Carolina was still 
so backward. Oh, now I've offended everyone in 
South Carolina . . . sorry. It’s just that there are 
so many more places in this country I'd rather 
live than in Los Angeles. Sorry, now I've pissed 
everyone off in L.A. | call L.A.: "The High Cost of 
Low Living", | think you pay so much and get so 
little as far as homes, the value of life and the 
quality of life. It's just L.A. that’s all f**ked up. 

| lived in New York; went to college in Florida. 
I'm driving down the coast. Virginia . . . gor- 
geous, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida. Homes 
are cheap, relative to here. Just the whole tax 
structure, the hype, the crime, the bullshit, the 
drive-bys, the nonsense, the earthquakes, the 
fires, the floods, and the riots. | think this sum- 
mer we're scheduled for pestilence, or some- 
thing. | don’t know what's on the slates for L.A, 
but somebody up there is pulling some serious 
levers on this town. 


continued on page 4 
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J E R R S from page 3 


(This interview was conducted in January and it 
was 85 degrees while everyone back east was 
snowed in the Winter of ‘96 just to illustrate 
how funky it can be in L.A. Well, with all that Los 
Angeles bashing, | felt | had to ask the next 
question. . .) 


PB: When the show has ended, where would 
you like to retire to? 

JD: lt depends on what my next career is. I've 
considered politics. I'd like to go into politics, but 
it depends on a number of issues. One is a priva- 
cy issue. It’s a career that intrigues me. If that 
were to happen, that kind of limits me as to 
where to live. Where are you going to run and 
what constituency are you going to serve and at 
what level? If not that (politics), maybe the 
islands somewhere. Small hotel, nice restau- 
rant, marina . . . go fishing, diving. Just kinda 
punch out, slow it down a little bit, raise the 
kids, walk on the beach, wake up, see the sun 
set; maybe read the paper, maybe watch TV 
once a month. Just kinda slow down and really 
relax. We've kicked around a number of ideas. 
Maybe go back to New York or keep a place 
down in Florida, take the boat hop on over to the 
islands. So there are a lot of possibilities. 
Nothing defined yet. 

Fortunately we’re wrapped up in the business 
and unfortunately being wrapped up in the busi- 
ness means we're locked into L.A.. Geographical 
speaking L.A. is a great place. You can be in the 
mountains in two hours, snow, or you can be in 
the desert two hours, golfing, two hours to the 
north you are in Santa Barbara, two hours to 
the south you're in Mexico. Although | recom- 
mend you go further south than two hours into 


Lyta and the Vorlons 


When Lyta came through B5’s gate 
She didn’t know she’d meet her fate 
A Vorlon’s mind to infiltrate 

With psychic probe so fine. 
For Kosh arrived and felt a blow - 
‘Twas treachery that laid him low. 
For information they did go 

To Lyta’s psychic mind. 


She went into the Medlab room 
As one who went unto her doom. 
She tried her best for Kosh, of whom 
She's heard so much before. 
She opened his encounter suit 
And bathed in light from head to foot, 
Put out her hands in sure pursuit 
Of truth and healing lore. 


What is 


Mexico. Now I've pissed off everybody in Tijuana. 
Maybe politics isn’t it after all? 

TB: Do you think the way society is, the way pol- 
itics are, that prevents good people from serving 
the public? 

JD: There are lot of dirt mongers out there. 
Your personal space is invaded, but there really 
isn’t anything they can find out about me, and 
Andrea and | have talked about this, that can lay 
me low. We've all made mistakes. If they asked, 
“[Did] you smoke pot in college?”; [ld say] “Yeah, 
| smoked acres. lt was the ’7Os. | was in Florida. 
| smoked pot alright, next question... .” 

Instead of saying, “Oh well, | never inhaled.” 
C'mon, bunch of horseshit. . . . “Yeah, | drank a 
gallon of Boone’s Farm, but | didn’t get drunk” - 
it's absurd. “Yeah, | smoked pot, | smoked a lot 
of it, | haven't done it since 1978, what else do 
you want to know?”; but people only want to con- 
centrate on the negatives, instead of on the pos- 
itives. | do think a lot of the mud slinging that 
goes on does keep people from getting involved 
in the process, but | do think there still are peo- 
ple that want to get involved in the process, 
because they believe that there is a good system 
that should be exploited by the majority, and not 
the liberal left or the radical right, who are trying 
to polarize the country. And the moderate mid- 
dle, which is all of us, who are basically tax-pay- 
ing, law abiding, wanting to live happily ever 
after, kinda people keep getting f**ked by the 
people on the left and the right. If you concen- 
trated the powers of middle America, and got 
them really remembering we own this f**king 
country. . . . The government shuts down for 19 
days, you go to the Statue of Liberty, but you 
can't because it’s closed. Who says you can’t? 
F**k you, | own the Statue of Liberty. You don’t 
own it. | own that 747 your happy ass is flying 


She saw Sinclair; she saw him fire 
(Or thought she did) his purpose dire 
To fell the Vorlon and conspire 

To blacken B5’s name. 


What else she saw she would not say: 
She changed somehow in subtle ways, 
And ever since that fateful day 

She has not been the same. 


The Truth was learned in time, you bet — 
‘Twas not Sinclair who caused upset, 
But someone in a changeling net 

Who sought to strike the blow. 


While Lyta now has left the Corps 
And knocked upon the Vorlons’ door 
To work with them for evermore: 

So what does Lyta know? 


What is a Vorlon anyway? 


Where do they have their roots? 


a Vorlon 
Anyway? 


And what do Vorlons do all day 
In their encounter suits? 


poems by Donna Edsall 


around the world on. 

Maybe l'm going to tell you can’t fly on OUR 
plane. You don’t own it. We own this country. 
F**k the politicians. There are 260 million peo- 
ple in this country and Clinton is the best we 
could find? 

| would like to get into politics without being a 
politician. l'Il play the game, but it’s someone 
else’s country. It’s someone else’s money. There 
are three things | believe in: empowerment, edu- 
cation, and employment. | think those are the 
three things that are going to bring this country 
around to some degree of normalcy. You can 
take 100% of my paycheck, or everybody's pay- 
check, throw it at the system, but the system is 
still going to be f**ked up. What you have to do 
is work one on one, where are these people that 
are destitute, where are their families? they 
came from somewhere. At what point does 
someone's irresponsibility stop being my respon- 
sibility? You're already taking out too much 
f**king money out of my paycheck, for what | 
get. That's the motivation behind politics for me, 
| agree with paying my fair share, but what's 
fair? Right now, it’s unfair. We all sit around and 
say, “Oh, the government is shut down for 19 
days,” and we take it. If my cable has been shut 
off for 19 days l'm not paying for a full month. | 
want a rebate for those 19 days. Why don't | 
get a rebate for the government being shut 
down for 19 days. We have politicians convinc- 
ing us otherwise, and people wonder “What am | 
supposed to do?” What you're supposed to do is 
get MAD, take this country back! If people took 
responsibility for their selves and their own, we 
wouldn't need Big Brother taking it for us. | 


To be continued in issue #26. 
Pam Buck a.k.a. B-D Banzai 
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Los Angles Airport Hilton and Towers, Los 
Angles, CA, August 2-4, 1996. 

BABYLON 5 Related Guests: Claudia Christian, 
Bill Mumy, Jeff Conaway, Julie Caitlin Brown, 
Stephen Furst, Mira Furlan, Patricia Tallman, 
and Jeff Willerth. 


r perhaps that should read “not-so- 

Fantasticon”? This event was held at the Los 
Angeles Airport Hilton and Towers over the 
weekend of August 2-4 of this year. Billed as a 
"charity convention", they had a rather impres- 
sive guest list of people ranging from such 
shows as Trek, Space: Above and Beyond, and 
of course BABYLON 5. At least half of the cast 
was listed on the main convention flyer. Of 
course they also listed roughly 30 or so actors 
from the various Trek series. In addition to 
another 20 odd "guests of Trek??" With all 
these guests slatted to appear, it was almost 
inevitable that they would include the by now 
standard disclaimer “all guests are scheduled to 
appear, barring professional conflicts”. 

So | arrived on Friday, this time "con-solo", at 
about 11am. Figuring that things would have 
had a chance to get up to speed by then. After a 
quick level-one scan of the area | found that 
things could get worse. The entire convention 
consisted of one main presentation room, seat- 
ing perhaps several hundred. But wait! The first 
twenty rows or so were for "preferred seating” 
or "golden circle seating". I'd call it more of a 
"golden shower" if you ask me. But in order get 
anywhere up close to the stage you would have 
had to fork over yet another huge sum of money 
beyond what you had already paid. | passed on 
that honor. The only other rooms besides the 
dealers room were two "secondary program" 
rooms across the hall from the main room. It 
seemed that they were mainly used for auto- 
graph tables for some of the lesser known 
guests. And not a whole lot more. 

Then there was the dealers room. Well, if you 
could call what was essentially a basement office 
level located across the back alley from the hotel 
under a dis-used parking structure a "dealers 
room". They decided to have the main auto- 
graphs in this room as well. There was about 40 
or so tables selling the standard array of sci fi 
items ranging from books and videos to toys and 
shirts. The level of BABYLON 5 items was oddly 
high, which was a good thing for this fan. 
Managed to find several BS books and maga- 
zines from the UK as well as the stamper kit 
(not a word, | say!) and the first CD. Also avail- 
able were a large amount of B5 shirts, bubble 
buddies (no, | didn't), photos, the screen saver, 
and some of the first run micro-machines. All in 
all, a pretty good assortment of what there is in 
the way of "items BABYLON". 

| managed to find what was passing as a "con 
schedule", a one-sheet with no real thought put 
into it. It listed things like "sci fi guests" and 
"autographs" in huge blocks with no actual 
names mentioned. The only thing that seemed 
like it might be even remotely cool was the "Gala 
Awards Dinner" on Saturday night. Might be 
entertaining, | thought. Then | noted the price: 


$100 each for hotel chicken and a no-host bar. 
Well hold me back. Lollapalooza was sounding 
better and better! Discovering that none of the 
BABYLON 5 cast would be arriving until Sunday, 
if at all, | decided that there were better things 
to do with my time then hang around and watch 
fandom. So | said a quick good-bye to a few peo- 
ple there and hit the highway. 

When Sunday rolled around, | was all set. 
After making a quick stop on my way north to 
pick up the Sentinel's own Dennis Bateman who 
was temporarily transportation-impaired, we 
arrived once again at the Hilton 
around 11am. Dennis then 
went off to meet with 
some of his associates. 
And | headed into the 8 
dealers room. Found sg" 
that a couple of the S 
B5 cast including i 
Stephen Furst had 
already started 
signing. Then | 
meet up with Dennis 
once again who 
introduced me to Jeff 
Willerth, the man 
responsible for wear- 
ing the Kosh suit. As .¢g 
this was Jeff's first 
con and he had as 
yet not been "seen" by any of the fans, he was 
able to mill about the dealers’ room unmolested 
my fans. He did seem a little in awe of the mass 
of fandom that had come to see just the people 
from BABYLON 5. We parted once again. More 
of the cast had arrived to sign by this time. As | 
mentioned, the autograph tables were located 
right in the middle of the dealers room. Okay, if 
you were some guy in an episode of Trek 30 
years ago who got offed by Kirk before going on 
to play in some other space odyssey, that’s one 
thing. You'll have a line of 15 people and every- 
thing will work out fine. But when we're talking 
about four or five stars from a current high-end 
show, that's another thing all together. Lines 
snaked through the dealers tables up and down 
the room. Most of the fans had a clue. But it 
was the con "security" staff that you began seri- 
ously thinking of threatening with physical vio- 
lence, at least in your mind! One poor staffer | 
noted couldn't form the words to express that 
they wanted the line to loop around in order to 
avoid running back into it’s self. Thus, and 
rightly so, several fans became a little miffed. 
Things managed to work out in the long run 
however, and it seemed that everyone got what 
they wanted. 

Then came the main panel at 1:30. This was 
a con, so the panel started late at about 2:10. 
Imagine my surprise. The panel consisted of all 
the cast who had been at the con throughout 
the day, including: Claudia Christian, Bill Mumy, 
Jeff Conaway, Julie Caitlin Brown, Stephen Furst, 
Mira Furlan, Patricia Tallman, and of course Jeff 
Willerth. The MC was Capt. Kirk. Or at least 
some guy you pay $50 to come to your kids 
birthday party. Essentially it ended up as a Q&A 
session after each made their introduction and a 
few brief comments about the show. Oddly 


as 
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enough most of the questions were quite well 
thought out and came across as at least mar- 
ginally intelligent. There were, of course, those 
few. The one that sticks in my mind the most is 
one fan in a Star Trek: Deep Space Nine shirt 
who asked his question directly to Mira Furlan. 
He said, and | quote, “I would just like to ask if 
you could say two words for me”. To which she 
wondered out loud, with everyone else, what he 
could have in mind. The fan then said, “Moose 
and squirrel”. About a half a second of delayed 
reaction, then the whole room busted up. Of 
course Mira herself had no clue why everyone 
was laughing so much. | think it was Claudia 
who said something to the effect of "Don’t 
ask. You don’t want to know". About half 
way through the panel, there was a "spe- 
cial" visit by Majel Roddenberry Barrett. 
She was given some award thing from 
the con staff that she hadn't picked up 
the night before (I guess she heard 
about the no-host bar and bailed too!). 
Majel then wrested the mic from the 
good Capt. and proceeded to go off 
about some new show she had sold. Yet 
another “work of Gene Roddenberry”. The 
B5 cast took this rather blatant interrup- 
Š tion in good humor and waited until she 
x had finished her plug. Before she left 
“? though we were subjected to some promo 
video for this new show she was doing. It 
was literally nothing more then clips from a 
whole bunch of other shows, including V and 
Trek with some narrator reading a script and 
trying to sound profound. She then surrendered 
the mic and left the stage. 

There were several good stories from the 
cast. Claudia Christian did a -great- imperson- 
ation of Kate Mulgrew as Capt. Janeway! 
Stephen Furst mentioned that he had once 
logged onto AOL under a fake name and asked 
JMS who his favorite character was and what 
he thought of Vir. Patricia Tallman told a great 
one about the scene where she made her return 
to BABYLON 5. They had her kneel on a wooden 
dolly and pulled it toward the camera in order to 
effect the "floating" shot. Apparently it wasn’t 
quite what she had in mind for that shot! Jeff 
Willerth told of the difficulties of wearing the 
Kosh suit. All the cast gave essentially the same 
line when asked what they thought of cons and 
fans in general. Of course they all love us would- 
n't want to be anywhere else! Well, perhaps 
that’s a bit much. The panel concluded to a 
standing ovation and they left the stage. While 
most of the cast had to leave, a few, including 
Jeff W. who was now "known", did stay around 
to sign EVEN MORE autographs for all the fans 
who didn’t get them before the panel. 

All in all, it could have been better. One would 
tend to avoid these "charity cons" after a few 
bad experiences like this one. It seems that the 
best chance of actually meeting and talking with 
your favorite B5 person is to go to a con -out- of 
the LA area. That way they will probably be there 
for the weekend and thus more accessible to 
the fans. And probably having a better time of it 
as well! So, with that in mind, we await the next 
great adventure in condom. D 


Alec Orrock 
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Convictions (#302) 


n explosion rips through an area of Down Below. Security Chief Michael 
Garibaldi finds the center point of the blast and deduces that the explo- 
sion was caused by a bomb. 

The word is getting out about the Kosh/Sheridan experience. Seekers 
from numerous alien races board Babylon 5 in hope that they may witness 
part of the miracle. A group of monks from earth arrive. The leader of the 
group, Brother Theo, explains to Susan Ivanova that Earthdome granted 
them permanent resident status on B5. Since the idea of a higher being 
appears to be a universal belief among the aliens on B5 they would study 
their religions, hoping to find out who is behind “it all”. The brothers, who 
are also scientists, are prepared to live DownBelow and perform services 
in exchange for their keep. 

Lennier is waiting in the customs area for Delenn who is returning from 
a trip. As he greets her at the gate a bomb explodes from the shuttle 
area. Lennier, who notices Londo walking up behind Delenn, grabs him and 
pushes him through the gate before the pressure sealing door slides 
closed. Unfortunately Lennier is trapped on the other side of the door, the 
blast of the explosion reaches the gate and he is knocked unconscious. An 
emergency team rescues the wounded Lennier and wheels him to Medlab. 

A meeting is held to try to find out what the motivation for the bombings 
is. Garibaldi reports that they appear to be random, with the exception 
that they are aimed at populated areas. Dr. Stephen Franklin reports that 
there are 7 casualties and 19 injured from the last blast. 

Tension escalates as the public on B5 fear that the station is unsafe, the 
next bomb may go off anywhere. Meanwhile G'Kar demands that the 
Centauri are at fault, and Londo is blaming the Narns. 

Londo goes to Medlab and keeps a vigil for the unconscious Lennier. 

A bomb is found on Brown 7 seconds before it goes off. It appears that 
the only motive the bomber may have is to cause fear. The stolen explo- 
sives are traced to an ice-mining operation on Beta 7. In addition, recent 
bombings on Proxima 3 seem to match the current ones. 

Londo leaves the Medlab for an appointment. The door of an elevator 
opens . . . he is face to face with G'Kar who is a passenger on the eleva- 


tor. Londo decides to wait for the next elevator. Just as the doors are 
about to close a bomb explodes on Red 14 and the blast rips through the 
hallway, the force throws Londo into the elevator car. 

Londo, who was knocked out for two hours, awakes to find himself 
trapped in the car with G'Kar. He touches the door which is hot from the 
fire that is burning in the hallway. G'Kar finds it hilarious that though he has 
the perfect opportunity to kill Londo it would give him more pleasure to 
watch him die a slow death trapped in the car which is starting to fill with 
smoke. Besides, if it was found that a Narn had killed a Centauri then the 
retaliation would be the death of 500 Narns. 

A passenger manifest from Proxima 3 matches Robert J. Carlsen, a 
maintenance engineer works on the station in the Engineering and Station 
Maintenance Division, as a suspect. As Garibaldi and Sheridan approach 
Carlsen’s quarters they are alerted. Carlsen demands to talk to Sheridan 
and tells him to leave his link behind. Sheridan hides his link in his behind 
and enters Carlsen’s room. Carlsen is holding a “dead man’s” trigger which 
controls a bomb which he threatens would destroy B5. 

Garibaldi, who is listening in on the conversation, figures that Carlsen 
can’t have enough explosives for an explosion that would destroy the sta- 
tion. Since Carlsen was on maintenance he might have hooked the bomb 
up to the fusion reactor which he had access to. 

Carlsen tells Sheridan that back home his wife left him, he was fired 
from his job, and he was kicked out of his apartment. People told him not 
to take it personally, he was just a victim of the “chaotic times.” He 
demands a ship so that he can leave the station. 

Security finds a large bomb attached to the reactor, one that would be 
strong enough to go through the reactor’s core. 

Sheridan's hidden link accidentally sounds. Carlsen is in rage over the 
discovery. Sheridan lunges toward the trigger in Carlsen’s hand. Carlsen 
breaks free and sets off the bomb - fortunately the bomb was moved a 
safe distance from the station. Sheridan slugs the distracted Carlsen. 

Lennier comes out of his coma. 

A rescue squad breaks through the roof of the elevator to a passed-out 
Londo and G'Kar. G'Kar is upset that Londo isn’t dead yet. 

Written by J. Michael Straczynski, produced by John Copeland, directed 
by Mike Vejar, with John C. Flinn III as Director of Photography. Starring 
Patrick Kilpatrick - Robert Carlsen, Louis Turenne - Brother Theo, 
Cary-Hiroyuki Tagawa - Morishi. summary by Michael Zmuda 


Voices (Book #1) 


Note: The events of this story take place between “Points of Departure” 
and “A Race Through Dark Places’. 


ust before 400 high level PSI Corp members are to attend a conference 
hes Mars a bomb rips out part of a hotel, killing 27 people. Alfred Bester 
and Harriman Gray [“Eyes”] who were on a monorail heading towards the 
hotel are able to reverse their car and head back to safety. A terrorist 
group called Free Phobos is taking claim for the bombing. 

Gray, who was asked by Bester to be his personal assistant, suggests 
that the conference should move to Babylon 5. 

Aboard B5 Talia Winters has a meeting with Kosh. Kosh introduces her 
to an invisible associate. At first she does not believe in “Isabel” but after 
scanning the room she picks up a voice, but just for a moment. Kosh tells 
her that she will meet her again. 

Bester and Gray board B5, followed by Arthur Malten, head of The Mix, 
Earth's biggest and most prestigious conglomerate of commercial 
telepaths. Malten is followed by chief telepathic copywriter Emily Crane. 

While Garibaldi is in Down Below he finds out from a lurker that a 
fugitive named Deuce [“Grail”] is back on the station. 

Malten asks Talia to join The Mix. She is floored and needs time to 
decide. He then asks her to assist him in a high level budget meeting. 

Down Below Deuce hands someone a data crystal and a remote control. 

Gray, who is persistent in making friends with Susan Ivanova, tells her 
that he may consider becoming B5’s resident telepath if Talia leaves. 

Crane asks Talia for the data crystal she has for tomorrow's meeting — 
she needs to update statistics that show why commercial telepaths are the 
only segment of Psi Corps who manage to pay for themselves. 

After a reception Bester approaches Talia and tells her that she can 
have her position with The Mix if she gives him information about her uncle, 


Theodore Hamilton, who is supposedly involved in the Separatist 
Movement. Talia tells him that she hasn’t seen him in years. 

Before Talia enters the meeting Crane gives her the updated data crys- 
tal. During the meeting, which includes high level Psi Corps members, Talia 
starts feeling dizzy and gets a headache. Just as she leaves the room an 
explosion rips through the meeting room, knocking her unconscious. 

Talia wakes in her quarters as a suspect in the bombing. Forensic evi- 
dence points to her portfolio she left behind in the room as the bomb 
source, and that a remote control must have been used. Before she is put 
under house arrest she asks Ivanova to be her counsel. 

Garibaldi questions Talia about the portfolio that Crane gave to her. 
Crane has left the station and is on her way to Earth with Malten. 

While Talia is in her cell she thinks that maybe Invisible Isabel was tied to 
the telekinetic gift that Ironheart [“Mind War”] gave her. By concentrating 
on the lock mechanism of the door she is able to unlock her cell. As she 
looks out of the window on the outer door she sees the guard on the floor 
and Kosh entering the room. After he unlocks her door a shelf holding a 
Minbari hooded robe extends from his draped body. Talia puts it on. 

Hidden in a cargo container, Talia is placed on a vessel that is heading to 
Earth. After an hour she releases herself from the container and finds her 
self face-to-face with an armed Deuce. He tells her that they are inside a 
self-contained cargo container aboard a methane-breather’s ship. They are 
eventually jettisoned over an American desert. 

Garibaldi and Gray travel to Earth in search of Talia. Garibaldi has a 
hunch that Talia might be following up on a lead that only she knows about. 
As the two are going over files of the people who died in the Mars bombing 
Garibaldi notices that a photo of one of the victims whose body wasn't 
recovered looks familiar. Gray identifies her as Emily Crane - she was 


working as an assistant cook at the hotel that was bombed. 

Talia and Deuce meet four Bilagaani on hovercrafts. The Bilagaani are 
people who had forsaken their own culture to emulate the culture of 
American Indians of five hundred years ago. Deuce introduces Talia as 
being a mute, and arranges for them to get her a new identicard. 

Garibaldi and Gray track Crane to her office in Boston. Garibaldi notices 
a memo on her desk referring to “Bill 22991”, which was pending in the 
senate, before they are kicked out of her office. 

Gray contacts a Senate clerk named Marlon who explains to them that 
the bill would privatize Psi Corps by taking it out of the military and make 
the governing body of telepaths a civilian office. Once the Psi Cops are 
neutralized Malten, who is now on Mars, would have The Mix take over. 

Talia finds out where Crane is living. After disguising herself she leaves 
with Deuce. He drops her off in Phoenix and gives her a diamond for 
credit. 

In the meantime Bester has left B5 in search of Talia. 

Garibaldi leaves Gray and tracks down Ronald Trishman, Crane’s recep- 
tionist. Trishman tells him that Crane has left for Mars. As Garibaldi 
leaves Trishman's apartment he is sedated with a spray. 

Garibaldi wakes up in the apartment. Crane enters the room and 
explains to Trishman that Garibaldi must be kept quite so that the bill 
would pass. They take Garibaldi out to the street. He pretends to trip as 
he “hears” a voice that tells him to duck. Crane and her two associates 
are killed by PPG fire. Gray, Bester, and several Psi Cops come out from 
hiding. Bester warns Gray and Garibaldi to stay away from Mars in their 
search for Talia. He drops the two off in Miami. 

Talia e-mails a cryptic message to her family and Uncle Ted on Mars 
before she makes her way to the Miami Interstellar Port. As she arrive 
she finds the place crawling with Psi Cops. She runs to the front of the 


Mars shuttle line, past Garibaldi and Gray, and boards the transport. 
Once on the shuttle Garibaldi notices her. Because a few Psi Cops are on 
board he doesn't want to attract her attention until they are on Mars. 

At the security check-in her fake identification card notifies a guard of a 
problem . . . just as an explosion sends black smoke through the corridor. 

She sees her Uncle Ted and runs with him through the smoke, followed 
by Gray and Garibaldi. They catch up with her and enter a service 
entrance. As they travel down an aqueduct on rafts Uncle Ted tells them 
that he never heard of the Free Phobos Movement - the bombings were 
causing a lot of biased media coverage. Against Bester’s will they decide 
to tell the press that Malten is behind the bombings and is poised to take 
over leadership of Psi Corps. 

Garibaldi and Gray are contacted by Bester as the news about Malten 
is announced. When Bester arrives on Mars they board his shuttle. The 
pilot reports that Malten has broke off negotiations that were started, but 
they have his coordinates. 

They locate an underground bunker. When they enter they find Malten 
tied to a chair with a bomb strapped to his head. A note reading 
“Compliments of the real revolutionaries” is pinned to his chest. An 
unidentified message alerts them that they have thirty seconds to get out. 
They escape just in time as the blast turns the bunker into a crater. 

Bester insists that he will be taking custody of Talia and her uncle. 
Garibaldi tells him that he has a visual of several Psi Cops gambling with 
Londo. Since gambling is forbidden among Psi Corp members Bester 
contacts headquarters and tells them to take Talia off of the list of rogue 
telepaths. 

Talia contemplates the confident and independent Invisible Isabel. 

“Voices” was written by John Vornholt, and published by Dell 
Publishing. ofa summary by Michael Zmuda 


to equip this level with 
public conveniences! 
Special commendation 
must be awarded to 


Regal Constellation Hotel, Toronto, ON, 
Canada, August 2-4, 1996. 
Guests: Jerry Doyle and Robert Picardo. 


Toronto's highly efficient 
and reliable public trans- 
port of buses, tram and 
underground trains. As a 
woman travelling on my 
own, | had no fear of “rid- 


oronto is one of the most beautiful places 

I've ever visited. What a great way of com- 
bining a holiday and seeing Jerry Doyle at a 
convention. Even for someone like me ona 
strict budget, a trip to North America turns 
out more economical than a holiday in Britain 
or Europe. Competition amongst airlines mean 
lower airfares, and the exchange rate is favor- 
able so | get lots of Canadian dollars for my 
sterling. 

| experienced the best this part of the world 

offers - Niagara Falls was a must, as was the 
Royal Ontario Museum; particular interest 
were the dinosaurs native to Canada, plus the 
Maisaura (“good mother reptile”) from 
Montana in America; the first dinosaur to be 
given the feminine ending “saura”, as opposed 
to masculine “saurus”. For a bird's eye view of 
Toronto, try the CN (Canadian National) Tower 


ing the rocket” (what 
Torontonians call their 


can't pay to London 


York Subway. 


had the sensible foresight 


subway) - a complement | 
Underground or the New 


Of course, my primary 
reason was to support my favourite actor in 
the universe, Jerry Doyle, and represent his 
fan club. Even among his weekend commit- 
ments and with so many people making 
demands for his attention, he spared some 
time for me, and invited me to sit with him on 
the balcony of a private room just before his 


© Caroline Griffin 


cial stage reached in the 5 
year arc. | know we Brits 
complain about Channel 4, 
but we are the enw of the 
world. We've been privy to 
episodes before any other 
country — the final episode 
of season 1, the last four of 
season 2, the last five of 
season 3. Although | still 
think Channel 4 could do 
much more to promote B5, 
we should take comfort that 
we can view a whole series 
of episodes and not have 
them cut off in the middle, 
or scheduled to a variety of 
different time slots - including 
2, 3, and 4 am [!!!2??). As you can imagine, 
this state of affairs doesn’t please Jerry in the 
least, as | have heard him voice his concern on 
this issue many times. A panelist jokingly 
wished for a voodoo doll that you can stick pins 
into — the doll representing any TV station 
refusing to show BABYLON 5! | have my own 


ğ 


Jerry Doyle, attending Toronto Trek 10, 
spent some time with Caroline Griffin. 


- the world's tallest structure at 1,815 feet. 
By comparison, the Empire State Building is 
1,454 feet, the Eiffel Tower is 1,049 feet, the 
Sydney Tower is 1,000 feet, London's Canary 
Wharf is 800 feet and Blackpool Tower is a 
mere midget at 519 feet. For those who don’t 
have a fear of heights, at a level of 1,122 feet, 
there is an observation platform and the novel- 
ty of a portion of glass floor that you can walk 
across. However, | stood firmly on the edges of 
this panel and just one look straight down 
inspired a grave need to visit the Ladies’ Room! 
Thankfully, the designers of such a structure 


stage session on Saturday - as always, Jerry is 
accessible, friendly and wonderful to be in the 
company of. He proved a popular guest, as he 
is wherever he goes. The audience adored 

him, and in fact, one group was so taken by 
Jerry, they unanimously voted him “Best 
Bottom in B5"!!! This was a Klingon Brigade 
(the exact title of their group eludes me), com- 
posed entirely of woman. 

A “Save B5” panel featured prominently 
throughout the weekend, since some TV chan- 
nels in Canada are planning to ditch BABYLON 
5 completely from their schedules, which is 
particularly unfair when you consider the cru- 


punishment - public execution at Tyburn! 
(Historians of London will know that Tyburn was 
a gallow between 1196 and 1783. Today, it is 
commemorated by a bronze triangle in the 
middle of a very busy thoroughfare at Marble 
Arch). 

The convention was very well presented, and 
| found Canadians extremely friendly folk. If the 
organisers invite Jerry back as a guest in the 
future, | wouldn’t mind at all making a return 
visit to such a beautiful city as Toronto. "> 


Caroline Griffin 
Garibaldi’s Security Squad 
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his year LA Con was host to the 54th World Science Con, the 

presenters of the prestigious Hugo Award. The BABYLON 5 
episode entitled, “The Coming Of Shadows” received the Hugo for 
“Best Dramatic Presentation,” beating out extremely strong nomi- 
nees such as Apollo 13. In the 43 year history of the Hugos, this is 
only the seventh time a science fiction series has won the “Dramatic 
Presentation Hugo.” Congratulations to the everyone involved in 
winning this award! 

JMS posted the following on Genie concerning season four's 

progress: “Today John Copeland and | did our producer's cut on the 
first episode of year 4, ‘The Hour of the Wolf.’ Granted my opinion 


is subjective and biased . . . but of all the first-episodes we've had 
each season, this one is the best. | was searching for the right word after 
looking at the director's cut, and finally came to it . . . maturity. It has a 


depth we've only skated through before, all meat, no filler. This one and the 
next batch are also all over the map, literally . . . B5, Narn, Centauri 
Prime, elsewhere . . . so it’s a real challenge. But it looks great.” 

Revellogram is in the process of securing licensing to do B5 model kits. 

If you missed the mail-in deadline for Sci-Fi Universe’s “1996 Reader's 
Choice Awards” ballot you have a second chance to vote by visiting their 
Web site at: http://wwwe.scifiu.com/scifiu/ . B5 is listed in six of the 
genre television series categories. The awards will be presented October 
19 at the El Ray Theatre in Los Angeles, CA. 

With all of the related promotions going on it’s hard to ignore Star Trek's 
30th anniversary. The evening of September 9, 1966, the premiere of the 
classic series, seems so long ago, but my memory of seeing, for the first 
time, Captain Kirk and his crew beaming down to a distant planet still 
seems as fresh as it did when | was a child. For those of you who weren't 
around thirty years ago, the Trek Franchise that you know of today didn’t 
exist - no conventions, no toys, no fanzines, no pointed ears! There were 
no other TV shows to compare Star Trek to, and it would be hard to com- 
pare it to the Star Trek universe of today. In the context of its time the 
show was a television revelation. Because | felt that it was a worthy show | 
participated in one of the letter writing campaigns to keep Star Trek alive. 
Unfortunately, after three seasons NBC decided to cut short the 
Enterprise's five year mission. The backlash of that moronic decision can 
still be felt today — it has evolved to something that Gene Roddenberry 
never could have imagined all those years ago. 

A couple of years ago, after | viewed the BABYLON 5 pilot and a few of 
its episodes, | felt that this new sci fi series was also worthy enough to 
have a chance and run it’s five year arc — it too needed all the support it 
could get. That was the reason, after all, for the birth of this newsletter. 
B5 still needs all our support to finish its five years. If you haven't already 
written Warner Bros. and your local TV station to voice your support now 
is the time to do so (see the membership directory for important address- 
es). Live long and prosper, BABYLON 5!!! 

Don't forget to send in your entry for The Centaurian Sentinel’s Second 
Anniversary Trivia Contest (see issue #24 for details). Entries must be 


postmarked by October 15. Myki 
EPISODE SCHEDULE For United States: (R=repeat) 

Week Of Prod# Title 

9/30 318 Walkabout 

19/07 1 349 Grey 17 Is Missing 

10/14 320 And The Rock Cried Out, No Hiding Place 

10/721 321 Shadow Dancing 

107/28 322 Z'ha'dum 

11/04 401 The Hour Of The Wolf 


11/11- 402 


ZOCALO EXCHANGE 
WANTED 


What Ever Happened To Mr. Garibaldi? 


WANTED: COPIES OF PHOTOS TAKEN AT SHORE LEAVE ’96. Especially the costume call! If anyone took photos they wouldn’t mind sharing, l'Il pay all 


My husband and I are both devoted BABYLON 5 fans. How devoted? 
Well, our local station claimed they lost their contract at the end of the 
last season (it was being shown at 4:00 am on Friday nights!!!) and as a 
result we are watching BABYLON 5 from a station 120 miles away. This 
is off an antenna, so you can just imagine the reception! Snow all the 
time and sometimes the signal fades out entirely, but we hold our breath, 
sit tight, and cross our fingers. At least we have been able to follow the 
fantastic story line and continue to pray that Warner Bros. will set up an 
independent station in our area very soon. Despite the inconvenience, 
we have managed to remain loyal viewers and will continue to do so 

as long as our screen doesn’t black-out altogether! Please help us 
Warner Brothers!!! 

Although we haven’t had the pleasure to attend any cons guest starring 
Mira Furlan YET, we think she is one heck of a talented lady. Her acting 
credits boggle one’s mind. IMPRESSIVE!!! When they interview her on 
the feature “The Making of Babylon 5” several years back, the real Mira 
Furlan was (quote my husband) “drop dead gorgeous!!!” 

Perhaps in the future could you possibly feature vital statistics of the 
stars on B5? For instance, height, birth dates (if possible), hobbies, etc. 
Little personal tidbits would be interesting to everyone, and also more 
convention pictures and stories. Naturally we’d like all we can get about 
Mira Furlan, but we also love the show. Everyone concerned is doing a 
terrific job! We wish all the best to the cast and crew of BABYLON 5 and 
to you and The Centaurian Sentinel. May it continue to be a success! 


Polly G. Kune, Simpsonville, SC 


Editor’s reply: You guys are die-hard BABYLON 5 fans to put up with 
watching the show despite your television’s poor reception (any chance 
that you can get that station to boost its signal for you?). 

We haven’t included actor/character profiles for a while and hope to 
get them back into the newsletter soon. 


DALLAS LIFEWALK 


ichael O'Hare will participate in Dallas LifeWalk on October 6. The 
USS Joshua and a number of very dedicated individuals are pulling 
together activities to make this a weekend to remember. 

Since a charity auction will be a part of the activities, if you have items 
you would like to donate for auction, please drop me a note and l'Il let you 
know where to send them. 

Michael and | want to thank you so much for all of your support this 
year for the AIDS Walk New York. We hope we can do even better during 
this Dallas Walk. It is Michael's first visit to Dallas, so | hope it's a memo- 
rable one. This is a very worthwhile charity, so we hope you will again 
lend us your support. 

If you would like to sponsor Michael in this walk, send along your 
pledge, made payable to “AIDS LifeWalk” to: AIDS LifeWalk, c/o Gardner 
Pourcio, 5326 Fleetwoood Oaks #150, Dallas, TX 75235. D 


Sandra Bruckner (sgbruckner@aol.com) 


developing/postage. Please contact: Cheralyn Lambeth, 1229-1 Falls Creek Lane, Charlotte, NC 28209. 
WANTED: SOMEONE TO MAKE A COPY OF THE 1ST B5 SOUNDTRACK CD FOR ME. | have a blank cassette and will pay for postage both ways. Contact: 


Beth Phillips, 6439 Briar Glade, Houston, TX 77072. 
PEN PALS WANTED 


WANTED: BRUCE BOXLEITNER FANS FOR PEN PALS. Contact: Boots Breza, 203 East 5th Street, Salon, lowa 5233-9256. 


